August 2020 Columbine
Public Masses have started at St
Mark’s and Holy Family at the
usual times.
The 6.30pm Saturday evening
mass will continue to be available
on YouTube for those of us not
able to go to mass yet.
Father Paul is offering other
services like Confession and
Sacrament of the Sick by
appointment.

THE LATEST GOVERNMENT ADVICE
Individuals aged 70 years and over attending the place of worship
Certain groups of people may be at increased risk of severe disease from COVID-19,
including people who are aged 70 or older, regardless of medical conditions.
Individuals who fall within this group are advised to stay at home as much as possible
and, if they do go out, to take particular care to minimise contact with others outside of
their household.
Our beloved dead
Dominic Hearne

1 August 69

Lena Craddock

18 August 03

Frank Arundel

27 August 06

Mothers prayers continue to meet via Zoom on a Monday at 10.30 am ....let Kathy or Jan know
if there is a particular prayer intention you need. New members welcome...
Pilgrimage to Medjugorje
The original dates for this September have not been actually
cancelled until the airline withdraws the flight. This is done close
to the time.
We can however transfer now to 2021 September 14th to 21st
when another pilgrimage has been arranged.
Please contact Joe Walsh on line to make your own choice. The
agents are working from home and will phone you back.

The beautiful marble statue of Our Lady (picture on the right) is
a gift from Deacon Clive to St Mark’s and will be made into a
grotto in the back garden .

Feasts of Saints Martha and Mary Magdalene
Last month we celebrated two great women Saints; St Mary Magdalen and, Capel's special favourite, St
Martha. Sadly we’ve not been able to celebrate in our usual way this year with a special meal.

St Mary Magdalen feast day July 22ⁿ� (from Catholic online)
St. Mary Magdalene is one of the greatest saints of the Bible and a legendary
example of God's mercy and grace. The precise dates of her birth and death
are unknown, but we do know she was present with Christ during his public
ministry, death and resurrection. She is mentioned at least a dozen times in
the Gospels.
Mary Magdalene has long been regarded as a prostitute or sexually immoral
in western Christianity, but this is not supported in the scriptures. It is
believed she was a Jewish woman who lived among Gentiles, living as they
did. The Gospels agree that Mary was originally a great sinner. Jesus cast
seven demons out of her when he met her. After this she told several women
she associated with and these women also became followers.
There is also debate over if Mary Magdalene is the same unnamed women, a sinner, who weeps and
washes Jesus' feet with her hair in the Gospel of John. Scholars are skeptical this is the same person.
Despite the scholarly dispute over her background, what she did in her subsequent life, after meeting
Jesus, is much more significant. She was certainly a sinner whom Jesus saved, giving us an example of how
no person is beyond the saving grace of God.
During Jesus' ministry, it is believed that Mary Magdalene followed him, part of a semi-permanent
entourage who served Jesus and his Disciples.
Mary likely watched the crucifixion from a distance along with the other women who followed Christ
during His ministry. Mary was present when Christ rose from the dead, visiting his tomb to anoint his body
only to find the stone rolled away. She was the first witness to His resurrection.
After the death of Christ, a legend states that she remained among the early Christians. After fourteen
years, she was allegedly put into a boat by Jews, along with several other saints of the early Church, and
set adrift without sails or oars. The boat landed in southern France, where she spent the remaining years
of her life living in solitude, in a cave.
St. Mary Magdalene is the patroness of converts, repentant sinners, sexual temptation, pharmacists,
tanners and women, and many other places and causes.

St Martha (feast day July 29��)
"Jesus loved Martha and Mary and Lazarus." This unique statement in John's
gospel tells us of the special relationship Jesus had with Martha, her sister,
and her brother.
Apparently Jesus was a frequent guest at Martha's home in Bethany, a small
village two miles from Jerusalem. We read of three visits in Luke 10:38-42,
John 11:1-53, and John 12:1-9.
Many of us find it easy to identify with Martha in the story Luke tells. Martha
welcomes Jesus and his disciples into her home and immediately goes to
work to serve them.
Hospitality is paramount in the Middle East and Martha believed in its
importance.

Imagine her frustration when her sister Mary ignores the rule of hospitality and Martha's work in order to
sit and listen to Jesus. Instead of speaking to her sister, she asks Jesus to intervene.
Jesus' response is not unkind, which gives us an idea of his affection for her. He observes that Martha is
worried about many things that distract her from really being present to him. He reminds her that there is
only one thing that is truly important -- listening to him. And that is what Mary has done.
In Martha we see ourselves -- worried and distracted by all we have to do in the world and forgetting to
spend time with Jesus. It is, however, comforting to note that Jesus loved her just the same.
The next visit shows how well Martha learned this lesson. She is grieving the death of her brother with a
house full of mourners when she hears that Jesus has just come to the area. She gets up immediately and
leaves the guests, leaves her mourning, and goes to meet him.
Her conversation with Jesus shows her faith and courage. In this dialogue she states clearly without doubt
that she believes in Jesus' power, in the resurrection, and most of all that Jesus is the Son of God.
Jesus tells her that he is the resurrection and the life and then goes on to raise her brother from the dead.
Our final picture of Martha in Scripture is the one that sums up who she was.
Jesus has returned to Bethany some time later to share a meal with his good friends. In this home were
three extraordinary people. We hear how brother Lazarus caused a stir when was brought back to life.
We hear how Mary causes a commotion at dinner by anointing Jesus with expensive perfume. But all we
hear about Martha is the simple statement: "Martha served." She isn't in the spotlight, she doesn't do
showy things, she doesn't receive spectacular miracles. She simply serves Jesus.
We know nothing more about Martha and what happened to her later. According to a totally
untrustworthy legend Martha accompanied Mary to evangelize France after Pentecost.

Visit of Bishop Michael Evans to Capel St. Mary 2004
Here’s a blast from the past and includes some of our lovely friends who have moved away, some young
people who are now very grown up and some of our loved ones who are now with the Lord!

